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Presidential Traverse Escape Routes 
From 

Altitude 
Latitude/Longitude 

Follow 
For a 

Distance 
of 

Elevation lost 
or gained on 

the route 

Approximate 
Time 

Comments along 
the route 

To 
Altitude 

Latitude/Longitude 
Thunderstorm 

Junction 
5490’ 

44 19’18” 
71 17’47” 

315?TN 1.2 
miles -910’ 50 minutes  

Gray Knob Cabin 
4400’ 

44 19’55” 
71 18’38” 

Junction of the 
Gulfside Trail and 
Israel Ridge Trail 

5225’ 
44 18’57” 
71 18’22” 

310TN? .3 miles -400’ 15 minutes 

The Junction of the 
Israel Ridge Trail 
and Gulfside Trail 

is on the leg 
between 

Thunderstorm 
Junction and 

Edmunds Col and 
is .6 miles from 
Thunderstorm 

Junction. 

Junction of the 
Israel Ridge 

Randolph and 
Gray Knob Trails 

(Tree line) 
4825’ 

44 19’08” 
71 18’41” 

Edmunds Col 
4938’ 

44 18’40” 
71 18’46” 

Descend 
northward to 

4825’then 
follow that 
elevation 

north 
northeastward 

.7 -113’ 30 minutes  

Junction of the 
Israel Ridge 

Randolph and 
Gray Knob Trails 

(Tree line) 
4825’ 

44 19’08” 
71 18’41” 

South End of 
Jefferson Loop 

5375’ 
44 18’03” 
71 18’55” 

275?TN .5 miles -490’ 20 minutes  

Tree line on the 
Caps Ridge Trail 

4885’ 
44 18’04” 
71 19’29” 

Sphinx Col 
5015’ 

44 17’28” 
71 19’02” 

50?TN .4 miles -585’ 15 minutes  

Tree line on the 
Sphinx Trail 

4430’ 
44 17’39” 
71 18’42” 

Junction of the 
Jewell Trail and 
Gulfside Trail 

5400’ 
44 17’01” 
71 19’04” 

275?TN .6 miles -1100’ 25 minutes 

The junction of the 
Jewell Trail and 
Gulfside Trail is 

below the summit 
of Clay and is .9 

miles from Sphinx 
Col. 

Tree line on the 
Jewell Trail 

4300 
44 17’03” 
71 19’47” 
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From 
Altitude 

Latitude/Longitude 
Follow 

For a 
Distance 

of 

Elevation lost 
or gained on 

the route 

Approximate 
Time 

Comments along 
the route 

To 
Altitude 

Latitude/Longitude 
Cog 

Railway/Westside 
Trail 
5540’ 

44 16’34” 
71 18’44” 

The railroad 
tracks down 

2.1 
miles 2840 1 hour 25 

minutes  

Marshfield Station 
2700’ 

44 16’12” 
71 21’02” 

Crawford Path 
5615’ 

44 15’59” 
71 18’31” 

100? .7 miles -582’ 30 minutes 

Once you get to the 
Lion’s Head follow 
the Winter Lion’s 
Head Trail to the 
Fire Road.  This 
escape is not for 

bad weather.  

Lion’s Head 
5033’ 

44 15’52” 
71 17’37” 

Lakes of the 
Clouds Hut 

5012’ 
44 15’31” 
71 19’10” 

69?TN 1 mile +371’ 1 hour 

This is not a good 
escape in bad 

weather, but is a 
good alternative if 

you do not have the 
time to finish  

Tuckerman 
Junction 
5383’ 

44 15’47” 
71 18’10” 

Lakes of the 
Clouds Hut 

5012’ 
44 15’31” 
71 19’10” 

338?TN .4 miles -717’ 15 minutes 
This is the best way 
down from Lakes 
in bad weather.  

Tree line on the 
Ammonoosuc 
Ravine Trail 

4295’ 
44 15’50” 
71 19’21” 

Junction of the 
Crawford Path, 

Mount 
Eisenhower Loop 

Trail and 
Edmunds Path  

4475 
44 14’32”  
71 20’43” 

276?TN .3 miles -20 15 minutes 
You can also 
follow the 

4450’contour line 

Well into the trees 
on the Edmunds 

Path 
4455’ 

44 14’34” 
71 21’03” 

The junction of 
the Crawford Path 
and the Webster 

Cliff Trail 
4250’ 

44 13’39”  
71 21’54” 

265?TN .2 -60 10 minutes  

Well into the 
woods on the 

Crawford Path 
4190’ 

44 13’38” 
71 22’09” 

 


